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OFFICEOFTHEGOVERNOR

KAYIVEY
GOVERNOR

STATECAPITOL
MONTGOMERY,ALABAMA36130

(334)242-7100
FAx:(334)242-3282

STATEOFALABAMA

September28.2023

SecretaryMiguelA.Cardona,Ed.D.
U.S.DepartmentofEducation
400MarylandAvenue,S.W.
Washington,D.C.20202

SecretaryThomasJ.Vilsack
U.S.DepartmentofAgriculture
1400IndependenceAve.,S.W.
Washington,D.C.20250

DearSecretaryCardonaandSecretaryVilsack:

ThankyouforyourletterdatedSeptember18,2023,inwhichyouofferedtohostameetingto
discussstatefundingforAuburnUniversityandAlabamaA&MUniversity.

Intheletter,youciteanunconstitutional,JimCrow-erafederallawfrom1890thatallowedstates
toestablishso-called*separatebutequal"universitiesfortheeducationofAfricanAmericans.
ThatlawreflectsadarktimeinourNation'shistory,andIamproudoftheworkthathasbeen
donesincethattimetoshedtheinjusticeof"separatebutequal"andtocreateopportunitiesforall
students--nomattertheirrace--tolearnandthriveinAlabama.

AstheUnitedStatesSupremeCourthasrecognized,"thingshavechangedintheSouth."Weare
"separatebutequal"nolonger.IamproudoftheimportantworkbeingdoneatbothAuburn
UniversityandAlabamaA&MUniversity.Myadministrationiscommittedtoenhancing
educationalopportunitiesforallAlabamians,andIhavebeenproudtosignintolawthelargest
educationbudgetsinAlabamahistoryduringmytenureasGovernor-generousbudgetsthathelp
allourpublicuniversitiesthrive.

PleasesendmyStateBudgetOfficeanydataorotherwrittenmaterialsyouwouldlikeustoreview.
Inthemeantime,Iamconfidentthat,aslongasIamGovernor,Alabamawillneverreturntoan
eraofseparatebutequal"whenitcomestohigher-educationfundingdecisions.

Sincerely.

de
KayIvey
Governor
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