
Lucy Lee Hall Gainey 
 
“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time 
to be born, and a time to die…” Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 
 
Lucy Lee Hall Gainey was born in Huntsville, Alabama on June 10, 1943 to the late Mrs. 
N.Z. McCrary Turner and Mr. Cliff Hall, Sr.  She was the oldest of five children: Clifford 
Hall, Jr., Cecilia Turner, Cornelius Jackson and A.C. Turner. Lucy attended the Madison 
County Schools System and graduated from Councill Training High School in 1960 as 
salutatorian of her class.  During her high school years, she was very active in the NAACP 
and a voracious reader. Upon graduation from high school she graduated from Spelman 
College in Atlanta, Georgia where she marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and later 
graduated from Columbia College in South Carolina.  
 
Moving back to Huntsville, Alabama from Atlanta, Georgia, she worked at Alabama A & 
M University in the registrar’s office. From there, she left to work at Redstone Arsenal, 
Alabama for the federal government and was an outstanding government employee. 
While there, she implemented and managed many programs for the nuclear physicists 
and was her own “hidden figure” in the height of the civil rights movement.  Lucy Lee 
was efficient and effective in every task that she was assigned.  For her outstanding 
accomplishments, she received numerous awards and recognitions from management, 
as well as from those to whom she provided service.  During her career, Lucy was 
dedicated to providing excellent service to the NASA community.     
 
In Huntsville, Alabama, Lucy was a very close friend of Bettye Adams Showers and they 
spent much time together going to movies, football games, picnics and just sitting around 
the house laughing, talking about life, and playing games.  Then something truly special 
happened in her life: she met and married the love of her life SFC William Jewel Gainey 
on May 5, 1963.  Lucy and William left Huntsville and went to Germany where they spent 
most of their Army time. Upon retirement, they moved to his hometown Columbia, South 
Carolina.  There, Lucy began a new career as an executive administrator for a prominent 
law office.   
 
She and her late husband William were blessed with five amazing children, and they 
raised their sons to be saluted and daughters to be respected: William J. Gainey, Jr., 
Major General Sean A. Gainey, Nichelle Gainey, Brigadier General Andrew C. Gainey, and 
the late Lisa Dyane Gainey Eaddy.  They also were blessed with twelve grandchildren, six 
great grandchildren, and one great – great grandchild.  Lucy groomed all five children to 
become respected leaders in the international arena. She was a strong woman who 
encouraged her children to pursue and achieve the American Dream through education 
and hard work. She instilled high moral character and decency in each one of them. She 
also taught her children how to become responsible, serious, tough, and resilient adults 
who stand up for what is right and just.  Most of all she taught them the scriptures and 
encouraged them to make God a part of their everyday life. Today, Lucy Lee’s two sons 



are only the second pair of brother-only African American Generals and the only African 
American brothers currently serving in the most critical areas of our Armed Forces. 
 
Lucy made many sacrifices, such as being a stay-at-home mother, and devoted her life 
to helping her husband in his career and raising exceptional and God-fearing children. 
Through her children, she traveled around the world visiting family and friends 
throughout the United States, Europe, and Africa. She made sure that she was a part of 
their adult life by attending all the children’s and grandchildren’s special events.  She 
became a world citizen and traveler.   
   
Lucy was humble, had a quiet spirit, was a woman of faith, and loved everyone that she 
came in contact with.  She touched many lives in Columbia, South Carolina and 
everywhere life took her.  Anyone who knew Lucy, would say that she was selfless, kind, 
caring and was always ready to help anyone in need. Lucy was an active member of 
Northminster Presbyterian Church (USA), Columbia, SC where she served joyfully and 
faithfully for many years. Ministry/service activities included: Ordained Deacon/Moderator 
of the Board of Deacons, Church Secretary, Moderator, Evangelism Ministry, Co-
Moderator, Family Promise of the Midlands, Presbyterian Women, National Black 
Presbyterian Caucus, For Women Only, Study Groups: PW Bible Study, Tuesday Evening 
Bible Study and Sunday School. 
 
On Friday August 20, 2021 our dearest mother, grandmother, great grandmother, sister, 
and friend passed away peacefully at her home surrounded by family and loved ones.  A 
page turned, a chapter completed, and a life well lived.   
 
Lucy’s favorite Scripture:   “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to 
lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.   He restoreth my soul: 
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 
mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness 
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of 
the LORD forever.”  (Psalm 23: 1-6)   

 
 

 


