Ohe Universify of Alabama
Sehool of Law

Box 1435
University, Alabama 35486

Office of the Dean April 21, 1972

Mr. and Mrs, Levi Watkins
1135 Thurman Street
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Watkins:

At the request of your son, I am enclosing a copy
of a memorandum from this office dealing with the law
school's Moot Court Program, This memorandum
points out that your son did extremely well in the Moot
Court competition and that , but for an error in
judgment by the student Moot Court Committee, he and
his partner would have been in the final argument itself.

Sincerely,

/ K\N"“‘"AL‘/‘
Thomas W. Christopher
Dean
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 _TO: Hn Thomas Knabi :ChaLhman Moot Count Boand
' “Mr. Dag Rowa, PnaALdeni Student Bax - :
Meéé&é Donaﬂd Wath¢na and J. D. Wheiétone-

-FROM _ T w Chk&éidph&&, Dean, Schoot aﬁ Law

q:SUBJECT Objeciton to mathod 04 AeﬂeciLng 1972 "ﬁ&ﬂﬂﬂ&éi&" by
. Moot Couni Boand _

= S 1s o 0n Fﬂ&dag, Api&ﬂ 7 1972 Meééﬂé Donaﬁd Wathins and J. 0
Whetstone delivered Zo me @ wn&tien chatlenge as Lo fthe "ﬁ&naﬁ&éié" _
dn Lhe Moot Court Competition scheduled forn Satunday, Aprsl 8, 1972.
. The challenge appeared to me Lo phesent a senious question that =
Cmernited investigation. T nesponded in waiting on the same date .
- that 1 would appoinit a committee %o dnvestigate the matiern, and .
that the Satunday. arguments would be held subject fo the. outcome
. the investigation; a copy of Lhis notice was placed on the’ 06~
_ ﬁ&c&a£ bulletin boarnd, and afso an ornak announcemant oﬁ Ih&é ahaﬂ-f A
ﬂenge waA made at ihe Satu&dag angumenté. S N

_ The Aubbiance oﬂ ihe chaﬂﬂenge was . that the Moot Cou&i Boa&d
altened the announced criternia of the contest at a point in time
" aften the contest had begun; that by the original chiternia the
challengens would have been finalists at the April 8 a&gumenté, SR
0 and that such change was unﬂa&& -and unwa&&anted to the p&e;ud&ce BT
' 06 the chaﬁﬂangaaé _ : _ .n*'

e on Monday, Aanﬂ 10, 1972 I began GOﬂAuﬂZdt&On WLth zhe
'pa&tLQA as to a sulilable comm&ttee to invesdigaie. Aften d&écué-'-
sdon, it wds agreed by’ the parties Lo have a comm&ttae_cquOéad

The commitiee, as appointed by me, was asb 601£0w¢ PnaﬁeAAOAA

_Cﬂanke, Samﬁo&d SandA and Ha&&&éon {Chainman}, and Mr, u.w. Cﬂemon.f'f;i

Both pant&eé &equeéied an &mmedLata hzanang, and wedneéday,‘-

fV }-Apa4£ 12, 1972 was agreed on.

::Ef;and paki&c&pated

SR An open heanLng was heﬂd at 3 30 P M in Room- 209 oﬁ Ihe
' ﬂaw bu&ﬂd&ng, ﬂaéi&ng abouz tWO houna Baih pamt&eé wene pneaent

2 The Comm&ttea 5&£ed a waitien mepont W&ih me on Apn¢£ﬂ13;11972
7,'ihe ﬂepont baLngeunaanoua on a££ po&nté.: The Comm&ttaa ﬁound




(a} "The Moot Count Boand acted in good 5aLzh in making

Aaﬁect&oné éon Zhe 6Lna£ round 05 Zhe 1972 Mooi Counf Competition.”

(b) "Through a mistake in judgmeni the Moot Count Boanrd

depa&ied grom the ecrniternion which it had announced at the beginning

of Lthe competition and as a result the team of Wathins and Whetstone
was noi sefected forn the final round. 1t is the opindon of the

. Committee that the Board should have adhered to the standarnd {insit

announced and that Wath&né and wheiAiona Ahouﬂd haue been 4e£ected

Cas 6&na£¢é£é "

7'4. 1t 44 iaue,.oﬁ counae, ihat not a££ m&AtakebiLn judgmant

.7:ulca££ fon a revensal onr ok consiection. For one thing, the judgmeni'f'l'
0f one person may not be the judgment oﬁ anothen., For anothen,
decisions must be made and there comes a fime when a maittenr mud

be set down as 5&na£ ——~Ihu5, Ain a elvil Lawsudilt, at some nreason-—

 'ab£a point, the matter nust be seittled in ﬁ&naﬂ fashion.

It is aﬂbo I&ue that all peopﬁe mahe m&éiakaé in judgment.

Highty competenz trial jadgaA ﬁon exampﬁe, may have nuﬂ&ngé re-

uenéed

In the pneéent maiia& ihe Camm&ttee 5e£t that ihe en&on in

'jadgmeni was of such a natune that it needed o be publicly. an--' °-_
nounced in the Law school, as a matter o4 juéi&ca to Ihe chaiﬂengaké,;,

?[;and that 5u&ihe& xaﬂLeﬁ wouﬁd be in onden

5.1 accept the two 5&nd&ngé 05 éaet by ihe Comm&tiee The -

'V?? é0££0wLﬂg things wilk be done

{al A copy oﬁ his mamo&andum will be inanémiiiad Lo thg

'5 Moot Count Boarnd -~ fon the purpose of stating Lo it in official

fashion that an enron in judgment was made, and that Messns . WQIk&ﬂé :

"fjand thiézone Ahauﬁd haue baen 5a£acted as 6&na£¢ata

(b) A copg oﬂ thLA memonandum shall. be pﬂacad on the

_Qf“oﬁﬁLQLaﬂ buﬁﬂai&n boand A the Atudent Lounge: ﬁo& a pam&ad 05 6LUQ f””rf"
"échooﬁ ‘days 7 _ _

(e) A copy of this memo&andum Aha££ be pﬂaced in the £aw

Achooﬂ files of Messns., Watkins and Whetstone; furthen, copies will
- be mada ava&ﬂabia to Meééna. WatkLnA and Whatéione on hequest.,. =~

SR {d} Pk&ze moneys Wikl be pa&d zo MQAA&A Wath4n4 and Wheta’  .:_
'y;btonz as 46 they were 6&na£¢4£5 : N B _ o

'(e) 14 deA&&ed by the chaﬁﬂengené a match batwaen the

:-HWLnne&A 0§ the Aprnil & argument, and Messns. Wathins and Whetstone

U WilR be arranged: bg ih&é oﬁﬁ&ee at a mea and WLIh judgeé ag&ea— .

S abﬂe to. zhe paat&eé




: Meééné Waithé and Whetstone 4tated at the haanLng thaz ihey
did not desire to have funther compeiition. 1§ they desine fo
~ Zake advantage of the offern above, they should notify my aﬁﬁ&ce
. WLtth 24 houaa 05 the &ece&pt oﬁ Ih&é memaaandum S _ _

o Iﬁ no - 5unzhan QomPGILILOR LA heﬂd then the taam 05 Ga£bna4th
" and Ashbee wilk be zhe oﬁﬁ¢c¢a£ wLnne&A aﬁ zhe 1972 Moot Cou&t :
' Compet&t&on. R P

DR T beﬂ&eue Ih&é d&épute has bean handled in an’ exped&t&aaé
- mannen, . and with all ﬁa&&neaé The issue was clear cut, and. bozh
s sddes could not win. Boith paht&eé acted. throughout in a- mannen

... Zhat speaks well §on the students of- this Law schook, cand both
sddes used Hesthednt and Kegaﬂ abLMLtg I am pﬂeaéed WLih Ihe  *“

:~Boand WLKE equal this: one.

_aci&onb oﬂ both paht&eb

: 1% 44 not pﬂeaéant,_oﬁ coukée, io the Maot Count Boamd to haue_ "
one. oé its actions in effect nevensed, butf I point out again that

this frequently. happenA to judges, business. £eadena, and Law deana};;;,.'

-1 have compﬂzte faith in the: Moot Count Boand, and An AXs dedica-
L tion o this Law school. ST have neuem.WUnked WLIh a’ Boa&d zhaz was

- mohe enengetic, dedicated “an-w_

To Messns. Wathins and thtstone SLosmy An Ameﬂa'wo&da that

- -'an unfortunate ernon was made that pneuenzed ‘Lhem §rom appearing
. dn ZThe final aﬂgumanté, that as dean 1. accept the nesponsibility 0
fon this ennon, and that I -personpglly appreciate the&& conbi&uct&uau'_:;.'

L kdve growing Law school. The essential thing fon us 448 to make::

and gaAm ait&tudea An the neaaﬂuéaan oﬁ ih&é matten

. ' To the £aw étudenib in genenaﬂ I want za po&nt out ihat d&ﬁ-,lh;ff7f 
- ferences of £his kind are inevifable A4 we ake to have an act&uz,: ST

 cendain. Zhat d&bpuieé and differences are handled promptly: and An

‘a fadn manner,’ and that such matters be hept in- contaxt

- e haue
: to haue dec&é&oné, and we. naed é&naﬂ&ty G

II oy Ampontant now' rhai *h&é matie&ﬁba ozoéngand that auany-  f ff.“f

"one dea£ WLIh ihe ﬁutu&e,'&ncﬂud&ng ﬁ&nai exans .

| Th&é 18th day of Aanﬂ 1972.

ThomaA . Chh&éiophen h;ﬁ;;_t,__:_ S
1 Dean L o




